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 INTRODUCTION 
 
For any New Hampshire business, the proper disposal of hazardous waste can be a 
significant expense.  Fortunately for businesses generating small amounts of hazardous 
waste, a Small Quantity Generator (SQG) hazardous waste collection in conjunction 
with a municipal Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) collection program can be an 
affordable, environmentally - sound disposal option. By participating in these programs, 
businesses pay only to dispose or recycle their hazardous waste and are spared the 
expensive set up, handling and transportation fees charged by hazardous waste 
haulers. 
  
The purpose of this Guide is to be a starting point for understanding municipal 
household hazardous waste collection programs.  The Guide is divided into four 
sections: 
 

1. Questions a business should ask before using a municipal Household Hazardous 
Waste/Small Quantity Generator (HHW/SQG) collection project. 

 
2. Listings of New Hampshire municipal Household Hazardous Waste/Small 

Quantity Generator collection projects. 
 
3. Directory of hazardous waste vendors servicing New Hampshire businesses. 
 
4. Other resources for properly managing hazardous waste. 

 
In addition, the Guide provides businesses with an introduction to basic hazardous 
waste terminology in order to facilitate an understanding of state and local requirements 
and to use as a foundation for developing questions related to hazardous waste 
disposal.   Please note:  The information provided in the Guide is not intended to take 
the place of the actual regulations. 
 
 
 

- IMPORTANT- 
For questions on hazardous waste compliance and to confirm the information in this 

Guide is current, contact the  New Hampshire Hazardous Waste Assistance 
Hotline at 603 -271-2942. 
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I.  QUESTIONS A BUSINESS SHOULD ASK BEFORE USING A 
MUNICIPAL HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION PROGRAM  
 
How Does A Municipal HHW/S QG Collection Work?  
The purpose of a Household Hazardous Waste/Small Quantity Generator collection 
event is to provide Small Quantity hazardous waste Generators (SQGs) a convenient, 
economical alternative to the traditional disposal method utilizing a hazardous waste 
hauler.  By self-transporting their hazardous wastes to a Municipal Household 
Hazardous Waste (HHW) collection event, the SQG avoids the costs a hazardous 
w aste hauler charges to travel to the S Q G ôs place of business, com plete the paperw ork, 
package the waste and transport it to a disposal site. 
 
In a municipal HHW/SQG collection event, the SQG self-transports up to 55 gallons of 
their hazardous waste to the location where a Household Hazardous Waste collection 
event is taking place.  Because the event uses a licensed hazardous waste hauler who 
is already on location and set up to accept hazardous w aste, the S Q G  can ñpass offò 
their waste to the hauler.  At this type of event, SQGs are generally given a specific time 
period, generally before or after the household collection portion of the event, to bring in 
their wastes, allowing the hauler to concentrate only on serving the SQGs.    Before the 
event, the SQG must obtain the approval of the municipality and register with the hauler 
so each party knows what wastes will be transferred, and the SQG knows what his 
disposal costs will be. 
 
Essentially, the municipality covers the cost for the hauler to travel to the site, provide 
personnel and set up equipment.   The SQG saves not only those costs, but realizes 
savings by packaging their own wastes, completing their own paperwork and sharing 
the transportation costs to the disposal site with other SQGs who participate.  
Theoretically, the hauler saves money because the SQG packages the waste and the 
hauler can accept num erous S Q G sô w astes w ithout expending the tim e and resources 
to travel to each SQG location. 
 
What is a hazardous waste?  
Every business is responsible for its waste, whether it is solid waste or hazardous 
waste.  The following is a list of wastes that would be considered hazardous in New 
Hampshire: 
 
Characteristic Hazardous Wastes:  

¶ Ignitable (easily catches fire, flash point of less than ~ 140°F), 
¶ Corrosive (materials that etch metal and burns human flesh; liquid with a pH of 

less than 2 or greater than or equal to 12.5), 
¶ Reactive (explosive, reacts violently when mixed with water), and/or 
¶ Toxic 

 
 
 


